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PORSWORD 


1942 marked the ninth year that home economists have been 


participating in the Farm Family Living Outlook Conference held 


annually in Washington. The outlook is a eit undertaking of 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Bureau of Home Economics, 
and the Extension Service. 

, The. workshop reports attached embody a sound teaching 
technique that facilitates exchange of ideas among extension 
workers.. I commend for careful study the findings of the wrk- 


shop groups to any State extension worker who is looking for 


guidance in what home economists consider pertinent 1943 problens 


confronting farm familics and possible. solutions for these 


problems. 
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AGRICULTURAL AND FARM Batt LY LIVING oUrLooK CONFERENCE 
REPORT OF THS FIVE WORKSHOP GROUPS 
Washington, D. C, 
October 19 to 23, 1942 
HIGH. LIGHTS 
Purpose of the Workshops 


The five workshops which met during the Agricultural and Far 


Family Living Outlook conference provided opportunity for the delegates oe 


ing the conference to discuss important family economic problems, and to pre- 
sent a summary of their conclusions at the final farm-family—living session. 


In each workshop, in addition to the extension home cconomists 


from the States, were two or three ceok ih Extension Service representatives 


and a Bureau of Home Economics staff per, aS served as technical adviser 
to the workshop group. 


tQ 


The Federal Extension Service representatives and the Burea 
staff members for each workshop met previous to the conference and had assem- 


bled materials and worked out tentative discussion outlines. 


Deapers- of the workshop group stated that the "musts! in the 
home-menagement Pear en would be affected by such national Situations as the 
need to produce food for civilians, armed forces, and allies; lack of man- 
power; higher incomes and:a growing scarcity of some family-living items; 
salvaging scrap metals and grease for war purposes; limited manufecture of 


household equipment; and mental adjustments people had to make to war situa- 
tions. : 


~ The "musts! in 1943 State programs, the group stated, include 
emphasis on family financial~mana oe ent plans; building family morale; co- 
operation with wartime salvaging and rationing programs; conservation of 
health, property, and.time; and efficiency in methods of doing housework, 


Since farm familics are A petied to have an increase in income of 
about 40 percent in 1942 over what they had in 1941, the home—management spec- 
jalists considered the need for helping families with simple account forms for 
guidance in making family financial plans and for tax reporting, and with pro- 


cedures for working out yearly depreciation costs, War bonds were discussed 
not only as a patriotic "must" for the farm family but also as a savings ac- 
count that would provide in the post-war period a means of replacing wornout 
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durable goods, improved housing, clothing, and automobiles, Other specific 
recomendations included expanding farm and home management activities on 
outlook, payment of debts and vaReS, fanily councils; and aid to young people 
on the wise use of money. 


What Can Farn Homengkers Do About the Changing Labor Situati on? 


In considering how the hone-managerer.t specialists and home denon= 
stration agents can help farm women to assume their responsibilities in he 
farn—leabor situation, three major approaches were made$ 


The need for figures obtained by actual count rather than by 
casual observations, concerning the probable participation of over 
2,000,000 women and children in the farm labor force was discussed, It 
was agreed that before an extension program, either at Sta te or county 
level, could be planned, it would be necessary to have for cach county 
estimates of the number of women and children who plan to do farn work 
in 1943, together with certnin sociel date concerning tle individual and 
type of fnrm work to be done. 


What help hone-managenent special ists and hone denonstration 
agents can give honenakers to nake the best use of community prograns: 
labor pools, sharing of equipment, cooperatives, and labor of children 
and young people, 


The adjustnents that extension worker rs can suggest to farm 
homeuaiee ris to make more time available for farm wrk, Definite sugges- 
tions are given on planning ahead for an adcauaté food supply, meal 
preparation, food preservation, extension of the workeclothing 
program, neighborhood pooling or purchasing for the home, neighborhood 
cooperation in care of small children, community workshops for repair 
of farm and home equipment, 


Literature re on ee Financial Plan nning; How pon It Be 
Made More Useful? 


The workshop on "Literature on Family Financial Planning in Wartime" 
considered both Federal and State materials from the viewpoint of how well 
they meet the needs of their different audiences. The Bureau of Home Economics 
publication, "Rural Family Living, The Situation", early 1942, and releases on 
"Families Spending and Saving in Wartime", August 11 , 1942, were commended as 
types of circulars that aré helpful to Hons GE eeeeEY specialists, Several 
constructive suggostions were offered to make these publications more generally 
useful. 


In discussing State literature prepared for use of rural families, 
the workshop developed a suggested score sheet for judging extension litera- 
ture. Under four main headings - "The Plan", "The Rough Draft", "Production", 
and "Afterthoughts" ~- they covered the process of writing an PEL OR leaf 
let from its inception as part of a program to its final test, the number of 
copies reprinted. See score sheetpase 18. i : oe 
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The workshop Mneryae’ Stato leaflets in regard to their use of words. 
in relation to the educational leaflet of cach Stete, based on the 1940 Census. 


In this analysis they used the "Basic English Vocabulary" and the Thorndike 
1,000—word list. 


The Use of Neizhborhood Leaders in The Family Economic 
Program: 


Members of the workshop committee on use of neighborhod leaders 
suggested that careful consiteration be given tothe neighborhood—leader jobs 
to be assigned. The group cet up criteria to determine whether a job should 
be done throuzh the net,;hborhood-leader system. 


The group listed some of the problems in the related field of fam- 
ily economics which needed to be given consideration through the neighbor- 
hood=leader system such as: (1) Share the matprogran, (2) how to use any 
increased incone (anti-inflation reemphasized with a new approach), (3) family 


transportation problems. 


The group suggcsted that in the field of family economics neighbor= 
hood leaders need information to answer cuestions such as: (1) Information 
priorities, (2) information on new meterials, (3) price ceilings, (4) care 
and repair of equipment, (5) buymanship in wartime. 


Choosin 


% How to Go About Making a Family Economic Surve 
; a ETS meportinz Results. 


It was the opinion of tre workshop committee on surveys that they 
are necessary in these times but that they snould be particularly well planned - 
and held to the essential surveys only. 


The group discussed two kinds of surveys —- surveys to obtain nuner- 
ical information and surveys to obtain descriptive information based upon 
observation. Both are useful depending on the purpose. 


Seven steps in making a survey were discussed and illustrated with an ex- 
ploratory survey in preparation for a neighborhood-leader training, program on 
Share the Meat. 
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Roe aia ‘Home-management programs need to 
National situations. ; correlated with other exteneno) pro 
ee me a el NSN Mt rer ae ieee aot Biba cal imma | 
Need to feed civilians, armed forces, . Product tion and conservation of foo 
eel allies (Food for peen Progra). = "RRA Mohave 
; ‘Best ase of | Smee ae Taber tone 
W tathc of manpower. Hae A eet Oa women and youth 5 ioe by sid hea 
Se Y et AAD | A NS and ances 
. “Higher incomes and a scarcity of some He lpn fara families with 
‘ famil y-living items. see ie 
Need for critical metals, grease, etc. 
for war purposes,” ‘ : | an ok 
n The cut in hanliractarine OF household. sp reper Ro a and repair O: 


People are worried about situations ~ ¢ Building morale to Teme 
caused by the war. Boat co por en ate to 


x 


ducts 
State Specialists Analyze ae 


Dees include Ba eine farm Vos tee with - 


Pa hantt y financial management through — 


‘a. Financial planning for Hane war bonds, Payine debts, | 
af using credit, purchasing insurance. 


ee Record keeping to give the farm family 
fig he. tax aes and for making and eveluating ‘thelr 


WSR! 


2. Family morale building and recreation at home because of restrictions on 
spending and on limited transportation, ce homes, fear of invasion, 
and added defense activities. 

3. Wartime programs such is salvaging and rationing. 

4. Conservation within tle banpae group, including - 


a. Conservation of time, energy, health. 


b. Conservation of the family's material resources, such as furnishings, 
clothing, the nouse itself, and .equixment. 


c. Elimination of waste. 
d. Gare of the sick, accident prevention, and fire prevention, 

5. Increased efficiency through improved planning of work and adoption of 
methods of work that vill-allow time for the new duties in: defense, indus= 
tries, farm chores, and field work which are being assumed by homemakers 
and girls. 

6. Home-management programs for 4-H and older girls to better equip them to 


take more responsibility in the management of the home. 


Farm Famil 


’ Spending and Saving in War .Time . i 
since most. of the State specialists were fA eee with the caré,':repair, and 
use of equipment programs and another worxshop group was reporting on-labor 
"problems, this group decided to analyze more carefully the home—management "must" 
on spending and saving in wartime. 


t 


i. Situation: 
a. Farm families are expected to have an increase in net cash income of 
about 40 percent, in1942 over what they had in 194)... However, 410 ais 
estimated that 4+ - 


(1) Nearly oné-half of the farm families in the United States 
will receive le 3S than $1,000 net cash income in 1942. 


(2) 2h quarter of the farm families in the United States will 
be' in the €1,000 to $2,000 net cash~income class, 


b. The cost of living must be kept under control by consumers through 
cooperation with the price-—ceiling program, 


¢. Civilian demand for commodities will be greater than civilian supplies. 
This results in scarcities, priorities; ceiling prices, and rationing, 


As INS reased Th oe ral income taxes. 


ee ee ee 
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76 help Tarm families develop more efficient farm and home 
for maximum production. 


To aie farm Fanviies plan feiss spending S06 as. to’ get hiss b 
sible living under war conditions; for example, to evaluate € 

for health care for the family while doctors are available | for 

civilians. ts 


To help farm families to reduce exeGe dive sac Ok 


To help farm families to invest as’ large a portion as -possib e 
their net income in war bona. Some of these bonds ee . 


fate 
when the war vei over. 


en 
K 


To help farm families to analyze their: insurance progré 
what is needed for Space uk ue avoid commitments: of 


over a long eeia 


eu help families plan coaNMbIN ipbil income and other taxes, | 
Po tae lua he Cocantram fol developing fandly cooperation, 
iia ae 


What the penctnanae vement ene ara et can do: 


ae Prepare ‘simple yaherial: for publicity, radio, charts, and lite 
for all groups. in the State. Farm families need - ; 


(1) 1943 outlook material, 


ee Me simplified account £ 


— 
2 


bie It was recommended that -— 


(1) The Federal firm and home management staff, with the assistance of 
a few State workers, prepare simplified forms for financial plan- 
ning, also simple account forms to aid in keeping income-tax 
records. The forms should be ready by November 15. 


(2) The Federal staff provide State offices with information on tax 
exemption and reductions by November 15. 


(3) The Farm Credit Administration prepure a folder in a simple and 
popular form giving information on payment of debts. 


(4) Since many young people away from home are earning high cash wages 
for the first time and parents want to give them guidance in the 
wise use of money, the Foeder:l office prepare material that parents 
can use in their letters to children. Question and answer material 
on this same subject is also needed. 


c. Home-management specialists together with farm management specialists 
hold farm and home financial-planning meetings and outlook meetings 
before January 1, 1943. These meetings should help families to im- 
prove their family financial situation by - 

(1) Encouraging them to pay ‘debts, buy war bonds, and pay taxes. 
(2) Encouraging them to hold family councils. 

d. Home-management specialists can work with other agencies through con— 

ferences and the joint preparation of subject matter in order to co-— 


ordinate thé financial planning program for farm families. 


e. Help young people who are earning more money to plan wisely for the 
spending and saving of the same. | 
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. Early findings from the survey of family. spending and saving in ast ed 
_ ing 1941 and the first quarter of 1942 give some indication of how farm families 
pretty ee trae to their own inclinations, would like So use their ce ae 


ae “The year ahead, however, is going to bontern, higher incomes for many | foutt 

along with civilian demand for commodities greater than civilian supplies and 
resulting scarcities must. be met by priorities, 5 rane Preess | and rationing 
a items in everyday family use.. : 


ae supplies are used up. Civilians will have to Aboud dneseaatoelgoege 
_ - produced nearby. New unfamiliar materials, even unusual. ese will appear ee 
ee ‘to substitute for. some scarce ones, 


i 


fee houses, barns, me other outbuildings, for purchase of farm notre nae 
furniture and equipment, automobiles, and other durable goods. This will help to 
maintain industrial employment when military production lessens, and, in turn, 


ee city markets for farm produce. 


‘Net money incomes of farm families eae 46 peawene eke ‘in 1941 i thea 
i “1935-36; a further increase of 40 percent is expected in 1942, The median net 
- @ash income for 1942 is estimated at $1,055. Some, but not all of the extra ash 
will be absorbed by higher prices. The cost of things farmers: buy will, be more — 
than 17 percent greater in 1942 than 1941, but with ceiling prices in effect, 
. prices will be pretty much stabilized at this level. The question is not alo 
_ how should farm families use their extra cash income, it also needs to includ 
- consideration of the spending and saving of the money that would have gone fo 
scarce nonexistent articles and for luxury items. Should debts be paid off 
How much should go into war bonds and stamps? Do they take the place of sav nes 
accounts? Is this the time to acquire more land? Is it good business to try t 
_ -~pay mortgages a year or so ahead, in anticipation of years when meeting them may 
be impossible; to pay up life insurance in advance for the same reason? Is i fe 
wise for farm families to increase their insurance? ann 


yi aid 7 
eR on) 


a Pgostdevdtion of debt velrmene and investments will be "firsts! for some i 
ce tern families. But "firsts" will vary from family to family and from group t 
group. For some others "firsts" will be expenditures for health, education, and 
yy, - community activities. How about getting the long-delayed dental and medical a: 
of the family how, before the number of dentists and doctors for civilians © 
fewer? Should children be educated longer? Should adults satisfy their de 
- for higher educat.ony for books and magazines? Is this the time to increas 


1e36-42 


Pas 


Ah ee a 


ie Ee 


ee 


contributions. to Poked Seti ties, 40 havelay: new or improve existing communi ty 


‘projects ‘such as a group health or hospital association, a hot-school-lunch pro- 


gram, a cooperative buying ass ociation, or an exchange for little—-used medical or 
other supplies? 


Nearly half of the farm familie es in the United States will receive less than 


$1,000 net cash income in 1942, Expenditures for family living probably will 


absorb all the income of most of these families, and they will be more likely to 


have a deficit than a surplus to invest. How-can we help these families to get 


the best living possible out of their incomes? Many of them previously had even 


lower incomes. Will they help the war effort more by buying bonds and stamps first 
or by caring for health and unpaid debts first? With little cash, the diets of 


these: families are likely to be only fair or even poor. Aren't these families, 
therefore, the onés that. should bo encouraged most to have home gardens and poultry 
flocks? Should the reactions to Government urgings not to replinish clothing and 
house furnishings now, bo the same for families with adequate stocks on hand and 


for fenilies with devletcd ones? 


, aie Sees ; ' 4 ha é + 
A quarter of the farm families in the United States will be in the $1,000 to 
$2,000 net cash-income class. They can be oxpected to spend, on the average, 


$1,010 for family living, $70 for gifts, contributions, and taxcs, $80 for war 


tonds, and $340 for other savings and cp ee es 
Average food consumption in 1942 wae an improve Sons over that found in 
1935-36. With increase in the use of protective foods — milk, eggs, vegetables, 


_and fruit - average values were better in the Later period for calcium, ascorbic 
-ecid, thiamine, and riboflavin. The average deily per cepita quantities of all 


nutrients except niacin met the average recommended deily allowance of the Com 


mittee on Foods and Nutrition of the National Research Council. What does that 


imply? .Whet can be done to improve the content of the farm-family diets that do 
not meet this yardstick? Home-produced food provided farm family diets in the 
spring of 1942 with three-fourths or more of riboflavin, vitamin A, and calcium, 
about three-fifths of thiamine, ascorbic acid, and protein, and just about half or 
more of the other nutrients. Do scarcities and rationing need to affect the farm 
family diet adversely? Myght not an educational program stressing greater home 
production and indicating alternatives for scarce and rationed foods result even 
in improved diets? 


We already have rationing at the consumer levol, Sugar control was aecepted 
with little complaint. Gasoline control went into effect less quietly. This 
wintor we will have rationing of fxcl oil in 17 Atlantic coast States and 13 
Mydwestern States and, in 1946, of meat in all areas. Prior to rationing all are 
being asked to participate in a share-the-mceat campaign, a form of voluntary 

ationing. Hach one of us can assist in this campaign, Bulletins are available 


for guidance, Farm people are confused on the rationing of products that they - 
themselves produce. Conflicting rumors are adding to this confusion. How can 
the proper attitude toward this appeal be dovcloped among farm families; toward 
other restrictions there are or will be in family living? 


The General Maximum Price Regulation of OPA froze retail prices of most of 
the commodities and many of the services purchased by Amcrican families at the 
highest level that prevailed in March 1942, This month price ceilings were lifted: 


1336-42 


bth 


After the first of the year we may oe x 
ian goods ee save mae labor, and Ae aie hes t 


porch Won should or noni not hie ‘consumer bay the ‘last “refi 
or crib in town? : 


“vorere “theouah spreading 
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WHAT CAN FARM HOMEMAKERS DO L302 THE CHANGING LABOR SITUATION? 


Chairman: Helen Alverson, Virginia. 
Secretary: K, Lorette Nelson, South Dakota, 
Assistant to. Chairman: : sale ae 3 
Lydia Ann Lynde, Federal xtension Service, 
Bureau of Home Economics Staff Member, Technical Adviser: 
E, Joan Klebba. _ Hk ares 


State representatives: : Federal Hxtension Services 


Hdna M. Cobb, Maine,” tant | Mirinm Birdseye. 
Mena Hogan, Arkansas, | Fred C. Jans. 
Mary Louise Collings, Louisiana. Charles E, Potter. 


Pauline M. Reynolds, South Dakota... = .. Erwin H. Shinn. 

Jane-Ketchen, South Cardlinea, -. 
In considering how the home-management and home demonstration agents can help 
farm women t.0.assume their responsibilities in the farm-labor.situation, three 
major approaches © were mades 


1, The informational background conecvning the possible. ‘work women will 
need to do, which indicates the area of planning needed to be done, 


2a, Wat help home-management specialists and home demonstration agents 
Can give homemakers to make the best use of group programs: Labor 
pools; equipment,. cooperatives and sharing, and the use of children 
and. penne: BEPP Les: | ; ; 


Se The ae that extension worzers can suggest to. farm Son. 
to reduce time for farm work, : vs 


Ege? lf 2 Cae increase in the nunber of women and children doing farm 
ors is needed during the coming vear, what general background data 
relating to the problem will enable home demonstrretion agents and 


4 


home~management syecialists to “« of assistance? 


a. It is recommended ‘that hon demonstration agents ae the 
following with the information they necd.to help in the problem: 


(1) Total number of: homemalcers in county, by age. 


(2) Total number of. homemakers in county, by age, who antici- 
pate doing farm work in 1943. 


(3) Total number of sohool.‘children in county, by sex and age, 


(4) Total number of school children in county who anticipate 
doing farm work in 194%, b: sex and age. 
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| (8) Bstinsted aunbe o: 


It is recommended that hone demonstration 2 ag 
of neighborhood and community leaders or othe: 1) 
in the community to odtein the information speci é 
2g NOP OE tl above. ; 


(The suggestion was made that this infornation be obtc 
Same time war~production goals were given to neighborhoc 
or in connection with some other wartime cee 


in neat ands quest ionnaires used abo obtaining, such tates 


in which ie are Sokeatas as necessary background data to. 
the farm—labor PE aR e 


demonstration Benne give “ group seonnene that may be. needod to 
meet labor requirements, it. is recommended that. - 


Qe -Home-management specialists and home denonstration. ‘geainths help 
parents be understand the sepa pies ee of their oheren so. 


For help from set bawl ¢ Hed. me nateition ‘eubhattetene in 
area or county in which she is working with regard to reo 
information needed, 
Home~managenent specialists and home iad, deletion! agents, whe 
helping in the shaping of policies regarding women doing far 
work, keep women aware that in times of stress the homemake 
most important job is good food, comfort, rest, and general 
welfare for her family. . ‘ihe 6, 


- 
‘ 


Since ae worl of school children will at danas be needed on ae 


Paha to-sa feruard the ehilarent 's eiusakt one ‘and that t: 
the home demonstration agent shovld not initiate the movemer 
adjust school terms to work needs, she should help parents 
solutions to the problen through constructive. discussion 

transfer of their thinking to the Agricultural War Board, the 
Parent-Teacher Association, or other functioning organize ion 
Can approach the proper authorities. 


Ee 
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Farm leaders and extension workers help urban young people coming 
onto farms wnderstand the national importance of their work and 
how to make the adjustment from urtan to rural living. 


Home-management specialists and home demonstration agents should 
help farm homemakers make the most efficient use of the help of 
urban youth by teaching these young people the value of all types 
of farm work, both indoor and out; by recognizing them as helpers, 
not. servants; and br not being too critical of their inexperience 
in farm work, 


Home-management specialists direct a request to the National 
Institute of Health and other research groups to furnish informa- 
tion for the protection of growing children operating heavy farm 
machinery, 


It will help morale for farm families to understand that their 
work program on the farm is a part of the national war-work program; 
also that their family life is important in making their best con- 
tribution to the Nation. Therefore, home denonstration acents 
should encourage each farm family to plan together how its family 
life shall be carried on so as to release time for farm work, 

This involves the division of labor, the elimination of the less- 
necessary chorés, the willingness of varents to teach children 
how to do many of the jobs and patiently pernit practice, the 
development of rroper attitudes toward work on the farm and in 

he hone, the satisfaction. of all sharing in that homemaking,’ and 
the proviston-for the care of younger children, 


Extension agents redirect emphasis in the 4-H Club program toward 
projects based on the work members are doing at home to help in 
the farm-labor situntion, and provide some kind of recognition 
for the work; and that some 4-H Club project te developed on the 
contribution both boys and girls can make by learning the skills 
involved in homemaking tasks (laundry, cleaning, etc.). 


In everv 4-E Club program and at-every 4-H Club meeting there be 
included a skill demonstration (such as operating a washing 
machine), conducted by an extension agent or other skilled person. 


Home=nanagement specialists and home demonstration agents en- 
courage the fullest possible use of washing machines, pressure 
cookers, and other houschold equipment; that they investigate 

the possibilities of neighborhood-—cooperative purchases of needed 
equipment and help to set up a plan for charges on the exchange or 
sharing use of equipment, labor, ctc. 


County extension agents should investigate and assist in mobilizing 
all resources for group training in needed skills, 


eas. piebareyueaonitan in : he peony ‘improved a 
Payne ahh i a and. of xitehen Taga ey) oe 


Rural, fami‘thes should phan. aheae cor an ae orinte food su: apply, 
honezrown insofar as possible, with emphasis on Kile hg sharin 
and comnodities with neighbors, and (2) ‘cooperative purchas 
exchango of foods as raised, Pines 
Extension agents extend the yore blobhl ae progran. to all £ 
and stress clothing eshte especially for durability and 
in field work, . is 

f ia 
The clothing-construction program emphasize simple, quick co 
struction plans and. PARR BOES 3, and. simpler methods fos a shinee 
and repair, . 


for the ees AS Meat as dom farn “nnrieet ings 


Home extension agents help homemakers to streamline laundr. 
by climinating unnecessary processes such as boiling, blui & 
starching, and ironing: by deferring the washing oR Hears 
hold articles such as ite until atte or BS 


ent of ee aioe BG 

The State extension service ask the experiment sta tions to 
a State Map indicating water quality and how a4. can best. = 
‘adapted for laundry use, 


of both Lahor and equivnent in Pond Sree ae 


Hone extension agents encouras neighborhood cooperation 
Of nSMial cent id rien ye i ay Wan older women or women ei 
go to the field take care of all young children” in a reaso 
area; that these women be trained in the care and hand. ne 


s : he ; 
children by the parent-education specinlist or. “some capable 


person; that wherever possible, the school- -around equipne! 
available to these children under the supervi sion of thi 
hood. woman; and that provision be made for the ep 4 | 
of the persons doing such supervision. 
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Hach family make an inventory of its equipment and condition 
of such equipment, and plan for needed repairs. 


Since all labor~saving equipment needs to be kept in good 
condition, extension agents encourayte community workshops where 
home and farm equipment may be repaired and other nceded equip- 
ment, toys, etc.,.can be made, 


That home demonstration arents help homemakers plan their tine 
to enable then to take advantace of such courses on first aid 
and home nursing as may be available in the community. 

aoe 
That home demonstration agents include in their activity in- 
struction to farn fanilies concerning the avoidance of accidents 


and strain when doing heavy work, 


-iG- | 


LITERATURE ON FAMILY FINANCLAL PLANNING IN WARTINES 


HOW CAN IT BE MADE MORE USEFUL 


Chairman: Beatrice Billings, Mussacniisctvs. 
Seoretany:) Lillian: Keller, Tennessee. 
Assistant to Chairman: Florence Hail, Federal Extension Service. 
Bureau of Home: Economic. Stest:Memoer, Technical Adviser: 
Mrs. Janet Edwards. 
State. Representatives: . Federal Extension Service: 
Mary Ws Armstrong, New Jersey Don Bennett 
Ruth Beard, Ohio 
Ann F, Beggs, New Hampshire 
Wilma Byers, West Virginia 
Bonnie Goodman, Oklahoma. 


How. Can Federal Material on Family Financial Planning 


be More Useful to Home-Management Specialists? 

The committee studied certain publications prepared by the Bureau of Home 
Economics. Everyone agreed that such material is most heipful and we appreciate 
all the effort involved. Such material is absolutely necessary in carrying on 
our work. The committee made a few suggestions which would make this literature 
more useful to home-management specialists and home demonstration agents, 


First, in comparing the outlook releases for 1941 and 1942, the committee 
was’ unanimous in feeling that tne 1942 publication was easier to use. We liked 
especially the set-up giving the situation and then the specific suggestions for 
adjustments that families will have to face in regard to: Food, clothing, per— 
sonal care, medical care, automobiles, etc, We liked the popular style. It was 
suggested that fewer tabulations be included but that a few well-chosen, under- 
standable charts be continued, The committee realizes that much of the outlook 
for 1943 will be the same as for 1942, but with conditions even more acute. We 
should not be concerned about this repetition, for 1t takes repetition to produce 
results, - Then, too, we must iecognize that we have a large turn-over of home 
demonstration agents and specialists. Ws agreed that popularly written leaflets 
on the outlook situation and adjustments be published by individual States to 
supplement the Federal material. Tris allows for adapting to loca: needs. 


We discussed two recent news releases on the Family Soendsng and Ssving in 
Wartime survey. These releases were: (1) Spending of Rural Favisies has @hanged 
Since 1935-36. issued August 11, 1542; (2) The Nation—-wide Survey Snows Civilian 
-Consumption Out, issued September 2, 1942. Mout Sbates reported that these re— 
leases have been used by Extension editors for news stories and for radio talks, 
but have been used little by home demonstration agents, Perhaps home—management 
specialists should adapt such releases and make them available to home demonstra— 
tion agents for use in meetings as well as for local news stories and radio talks. 
The committee desires more of such releases from the Bureau of Home Economics and 
recommends that home-management specialists make better use of such material. 


The bulletin on Family Spending and Saving as Related to Age of Wife and Age 


and Number of Children was considered, The group very frankly stated that the 
information in this publication had not been used because it was too technical, 
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printed in too fine type, and too long. We realize the need for this type of re- 
search and need more, but also feel tht nore ee should be given to interpreta- 
tion and conclusions devoted to "the meat"! of the study. 


We especially comuaend the instructions for use which accompaniec The Rural 
Family Living Outlook for:1942 and Be a Victory Planner. We urge that this type 
of help be continued. These «abstracts give specialists and agents a clear under- 
standing. of how the pamphlets may be used to advantage. We like the question and 
answer type, similar to the folder, Twenty Questions and Answers on Enriched Flour, 
as. to form of publication. 


Mrs. Edwards of the Bureau of Home Economics, and Mr. Bennett, Extension Ser- 
vice, suggested several ways of improving extension literature. We studied the 
Basic English Vocabulary and the Thorndyke 1,000-word list. These gave the type 
of words most generally understood. We analyzed two State leaflets gn outlook in 
regard to.the use of words and considered them in :,elation to the educational 
level for each State, based on the 1940 Census. Suggestions for improving litera- 
ture as to readability, simplicity, and lay-out, were also discussed. 


The committee recommended and believés there is a possibility that a new cir- 
cular be prepared by the Federal Extension Service to include basic suggestions for 
improving extension literature, i.e., criteria, word lists, basic English, and Miss 
Gallup's talk on Simplified Literature for Use of Neighborhood Leaders. 


Miss Hall presented the manuscript for the proposed circular, Serve on the Fara 
Home. Front, being prepared by the National Committee on Nenapeiere: Problems of 
Families in Wartime, This conmittee is composed of home-economics representatives 
in the American Home Economics Associntion, Office of Price Administration, United 
States Office of Education, ne United States Department of Agriculture. This cir- 
cular is to serve as a companion piece to Be a Victory Planner. Workshop members 
Pepor.eu 2 the uss made in the severs; States of Be a Victory Planner. They were 
enous asuic acovt ths content and/plun of the new publication and asked that a 
léerze distribution be planned for on the basis of nome demonstration membership in 
Cac poate. The group liked -particularly the check sheet in this new circular and 
made a few minor suggestions. for change which will be submitted to the national 
committee. 


The comaitzues recommends thet. illustrations be prepared for circular Letters 
and pamphiets on meat’ rationing, money management, and time management. Such il- 
lustrations to be comparable to those prepared for the Food for Freedom Campaign, 
clothing, and fire prevention. 


It was recommended that- extension péople use Victory as their authentic source 
of wartime regulation. This. Government publication is printed weekly, and should 
be ordered through the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washineton, D. C., at the nominal charge of 75 cents a-year. | 


References: The System of Basic English, Charles K. Qeden.*m520n pps yee ills oe 
New York. Harcourt Bruce and Co. 1934. 


Teacher's word bool of 20,000 words. Revised. Edward L. Thorndike. 
182 pp. New York. Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
iUjssie PYE eIO NS var 


Be a.Vievtory Planner in Your Home. /Us S. Dept. Agri, ‘Burs . Home feont 
1336-12 and Consumers! Counsel Div. eolabns unnumbered, Washington, D. C. 
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The committee‘cannot stress-too muc! the importance af the kind c* extension 
literature we issue. Of course, everything wo do today must contributs directly 
to the war effort. Jur literature, both printed and mimeographed, must fit into 
a world scene where time is short. It must compete with commercial advertising 
literature for attention, and it should be so designed and executed that it is 
read, is understood, and tells just what the homemaker needs to know about a par- 


ticular problem in order that she may act upon it. Thus, we feel. that although 


accuracy is of first importance, the factors of attractiveness, appeal, readability, 
brevity, and directness are of almost equal value. 


if 


suggested Seore Sheet for Judging Extension Literature ba £ 


In planning and preparing a piece of literature, check the following points: 
if you can answer "Yes" to at least one under.each auestion, you are doing a good 
job. 


The Plan Yes No 


i. Are you writing this subject matter to - 


Answer an expressed’ want or ne€d? ..sceceaccecs 
Reveal new material ‘or a frésh viewpoint?....... 
Popnaswrne mMavertal or port! OF “View? eee sid seep 


2. Do you have your readers! level of interest. in 
mind —- ‘ 
Pee ee Shh PS, Sh, Le AA ss wlalel Gl Sm oh lacwibe te asapiah Mille ae 
Bo Oe 00 oe ah aie ws 984 cela AGS ew ES ale, e aclel Me SRT NO io kee ane 
Ee AOL OTL Ly NAL SNS wee a lester ena ho Clots ans A adw emO Nl ala valeaitante 
3. Dees it forward the war effort - 
Bee em One iy ity Ted ihe at sleite Uehe\ batter qian eae hane se 
SECS CCE AT aR ag ETI SESS ge a nNOS en es MR ag mR ado Noy 


| 


Pare youvse.ecbing this form to 
Reach the most people in the time available? ., 
Get the best results’ fori money Spent? ew eelds 9 
Supplement other and :-less-permanent media? ,... C 


L 


5. Will it convince your readers - 
Pier tre ecs 0) DEA One tit! . se May dnwinie ak antler ene as ‘3 
Pann Oru OT LO GS Dahalel iin’ a tdeaitas acai muemeice aun cehie aera mca le uals 
WISE eon Bt. MORE | ELIOS le cul uid eer sega be imine g 
The Rough Draft 
eo Thevtitle 
Does it - . 
RSE MATE IT EOL) Psi go selle lg a: ta. b ol Cina eta ocala unielieee le eapmeatne 
oie e MeN T ye EV PSS Uys)”, veo al kitaivelet whe ar amghal ie oun leaned su 
TEC ered GUT ye hi aig’ alelac sere ialk wink aise shel aligug alain cmteite 
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The Rough Draft (Continued, 


Language 


(check with word. 1i 
Understandable, 

Are the statements = 
POG ne §. 5 ia ara licia a Yo te 
PPO Ph tek cor ital te 
PECs Cac Coie ale eialan ta 9 

Are the paragraphs — 


BOT 2) odin tls e Mteo ve oes 


Form of content 


Doés it get attention by using - 


Gase method 2a siole 
G@uesticn 
Question 


Question and reade 


and-answer method? 
and hidden answer wethod? 
answer metnod? 


ee ee 


Cech Ur sie me UHOd tsi si% seks ae ere 
Ghart, bo check progress? (s.., 


Combinetions of these 


eevee 


Pictures end illustrations? . 


Summary? ... 


"Production 


Heve. you considered choice 
MEM Ge eo Aira yale 
POUT Se.) rts bis 
ROOT Oi 3 aie 
ia go a ae 


oe sa ee eo ee 


> ee ee we we ew ee 


iS type most ‘appropriate and readable 


standpoint of — 
RPC Wee si lie. idlleusm ale wa alais 9 
itis (ogee Siehin Cabonaitiel Sais 
Appropriate combinations 
Contrast of headings? .. 


Does 2 


bility by the use of - 


MMOU LT WHLECNSDACE ? oli Weed ats 
24 i 


ae 
2 


oer ee 


eoeeree 


eoeeee 


eeree 


ewe 


Oa 


e 
° coo ee 
. eevee 
° eevee 


cere ee 


oes ease 


31 
in 
aie 
nile. @paal, 


arrangement help attractiveness. and 


eee er ee 


Dorel Res ANG DATS ANS fi. We ele 4. Fs 6 3 
Boxes and printer's decorative marks? 


Une or tore hues? 
PPL OOWS SS vy 606 ojo ele is: os an 
Lint, blocxs? 
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eoeoreee ee ee 
see 


eeceeoer ee ese ee ee ee 


eee ve ee 


ee ee 


ooee e 
e eoee 
. oeve 
se ee es 


oe e+ eo 


ee ee ee 


ov ee @ @ 


Has color been used advantageously through: - 


eee 2 © 


‘ 
oe ee we ee © ee we we ow 


regard to 


eee 


~ 
—<— 

= ————— 

\ re 


= phe 


Afterthoughts Dich WHOS No 


1..Use this set.of questions for checking either’ new 
or préviously prepared Jiterature. 

Is the language chosen with the reader in mina?. 
Is your statement of the problem and its 

solution framed. in an interesting way? vest en ss 
ROO CG LAC DL VCS 2.3) sic e aw ecg oOo oo 8g a 4 eae me wee eee! 
WE PapeOmle, Want LO PCA. LO? ccs cia wreretetonsnsuusremecs 
Doro e eb Lt a PORTA. wi. use « dnawlousimuenen mes leley is 
Does it) emphasize the important Polnus ih siieci san " 
Does it provide just the right amount of re- eo 
pevauion|,..but From. a-Présh  VieEwpOLny?s tawieimesiehis 
Pevew ron, One VOUT DOSE T im s sini setae W § oem ale maie eae 


2. Have your results been measured by — 
ee ALN DY IE GOVAERTS Nir FU oat Gch laealee so waka pee eee 
RrreTe COTUSIS? Ware a Np Pu pal wie tr Gea Blar erate aint peRR Ree 
PreetrUine, COPPES PONCCTICE? | ba ss) sieew clare + Ae eae ome 
Comments of-others than staff members? . 02.4.8 
Comments of people for whom it.was,written?..... 
Pere NS VEN S fie syns. 4:8 FAG tHe ek Oe OE ee EL eee 


Simplifying Literature for.Use of Neighborhood Leaders /2 


The problem of preparing readaole, interesting, and forceful literature’ for 
rural people has now become a real .and an acute one. This is because we are now 
attempting to reach a group of people whom we have not been able to reach before—— 
a group which, on the whole, has but. limited education. And we are attempting 
to reach these people, not by trained workers, but by untrained leaders who have 
but little more formal education than those whom they are trying to assist. 
Studies made of 1,034 rural families in four different States - Vassachusetts, 
South Carolina, Washington, and Indiana — between 1936 and 1941, by the Division 
of Field Studies and Training, show that homemakers not participating in Extension 
have, on the average, 2 years less education than those with whom we have worked. 


These homemakers with whom we have not. worked, the studies reveal, in. con= a 
trast with the participating group are less privileged. They have less reading 
material. Fewer of them have telephones or radios. Fewer of them listeh to radio; 
homemaking programs. Again, they are a less ready group, a less interested sige) 

The 1940 Census shows the median grades. completed by farm men and women adults 
of. 25, years of age and over is 7.7 grades. The median grade completed is 9.0 for 
the highest State in the United States, and 4.5 for the lowest State in the United 
States. A 


According to the 1940 Census, 25.0 percent of the rural farm families have 
telephones and 60.2 percent of the occupied dwellings have radios. Figures vary 
greatly on daiiy and weekly newspapers taken by farm families. South Carolina 
figures show that only a. little over one-half of the families of nonparticipating 
homemakers take any newspapers. 


/2 Presented by Gladys Gallup, Extension Home Economist, at the Neighborhood 
Leadership Conference and Workshop, Athens, Ga,, September, 1342. 
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PeDats 


b ake ne a do: and eee to. do. Ve 
ly doing these very things for many years by means of print. 


nat onal advertisers get. action. 


he national advertisers have been doing these ese Whale we se to do. (Le 
; at the methods whereby they achieve success meee 


oe: they get attention. Before they can sell anything they must stop the 
This hits do by the use of challenging headlines, titl an Ion Bee | C- 


Drrcces i his own ieee tery ; dye explain’ the eee ae the en cr or ther 
under consideration ae to the wishes'or the nopes of the Nig ks aia 
ance response desated, 


ak 


nia agus cr pea 
The tl Sey uses strong, forceful , 
He ree Re, 


0 mak: the message easy to Hy Beat he EON a 


ly, t hey get t decision or action. The advertiser presents anaes ck 
way. He oer one thing or presents ae one, aaa at a. vime. He: presents: 


“saould 0, 
for the reader to ae cit wee ets 

is the advertising that talks always in “terms.of the reader and: not. anh 
the company that is advertising. It is the kind of advertising that talks — 
Du and not about, me. . : 

am Neher 
get some ideas on techniques the adver—_ 

from his letter: | 1 heave 


va i 


ee is ‘the constant Pepeeetion that produces results. 


ven the simplest : es most convinging idea 


ay 


s in éaueational # Fields somnctines overlook. | 


rag oa 


Extension leaflets used by neighborhood leaders. 


How are we adapting some of these ideas to the leaflets that our neighborhood 
leaders are taking to farm families to be read by the many adults who have formal ; 
educational levels of fourth-, fifth-; and sixth-grade schooling? 


Our leaflets must get attention, arouse interest, ,be read, and get action. 
The leaflet, Save Your Waste Fats To Make Explosives, 42 is excellent. The head- 
ing tells what to do and why. The important word here is your. The first para— 
graph tells that the need is urgent. This need is tied up with emotions strong 
in every woman. The picture of the cannon is shown. Our interest is aroused by 
the good illustrations. : 

| 7 y 

The message is easy to read. The eye span, or length of the line, is short; | 
sentences are short; words are concrete; very few abstract words are used, if any; 
pictures are used; heavy print is used for emphasis; the illustrations connect a, 


the reading with the reader's interests. 


This leaflet tells the farm family exactly what to do in simple sentences, 
using concrete words. It also tells’ four things not ta do. It repeats three 
times in the leaflet what to do: (1) Save ali your waste cooking fats; (2) pour 
into clean, wide—mouthcd can; (2) keep in a cook'place; (4) take to your meat 
dealer. 


The message is related to the person's own interest. 
Une prs Whe INbeVresu 


A study to which I shall refer in a minutes on What makes reading, difficult, 
tells of some stenographers who could comprehend/soms articles written on marriage, 
whereas they could not comprehend some articles on iaternetional-affairs, although 
the reading difficulty was no harder in the internetional+affairs article, measured 
in terms of technical words, hard words, and difficulty factors in relation to 
sentences and paragraphs. Merriage concerned these girls, and they ‘brought. to the 
reading of it an emotional impetus. Therefore, if the message is related bo une 
Person's own interest, the reading difficulties to some exteni can be Overcome, 

In) the). leaflet, Save Your Waste Fats To Make Explosives, the picture of the cannon 
appeals to our emotions and’ we feel that we can help our own boys, our relatives 
and friends who are actually out there using cannon, using explosives, if we save 
waste fat. And, too, waste fat can make us a little money. 

Perhaps the best source of information to heip us study words is the Teacher's ( 
Word Book of 20,000 Words, by Thorridike Te, Some years ago he published a Tist: on 
10,000 words that were found to occur most widely in e count of more than 4,000,000 
words taken from common sources such as the Bible, English classics, elementary 4 
textbooks, books about cooking, sewing, farming, the trades, and the like, the 
daily newspapers, and from correspondence. Forty-one different sources were used. 
dditional counts from more than 200 other sources, 

S. . OUher extensive counts were made. by others, 


Later-he made extensive a 
including about 5,000,000 word 


From these counts, Thorndixe puolished the 20,000 words listed in the Teacher's 
Word Book. He grouped the most commonly used words in the first 1,000 list of words. 
These he concluces are the words most easily understood. In this list are words 
such as able, about, above; account, across, add, and-after; and in the group thav 
were the least-used, the last thousand, are such words’as abscond, acquisitive, 
acrobat, adorable, adroitness. 


oe) cave your waste fats to make explosives. A leaflet composed of material con- 
tributed by: Glycerine and Associated Industries, and published with the approval 
of (the War Production Board. 1336-42 


TE is desirable that we select the vocabulary for our leaflets from the more 
commonly used words. We should use, as far as possible, concrete, not abstract, 
words. ; Ms 


Contrast, for example, tic abstract language of the sociologist in describing 
the condition of the grat bulk of mankind with the short concrete manner in pe 
it is described in Genesis: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy bread.! 

The language of the former can be remembered with difficulty; that of the latter 
can hardly be forgotten. 


There is also the word list, Dale's list of words, As which has words known 
by fourth-, sixth—, and eighth-grade students. Dale's list gives such words as: 


Fourth grade Sixth grade Eighth grade 


Percent Bercent Percenn 
POMOTCNCHG Gilna o0% ane «es pire 8 4L ti 
Uncerspanaen, «Ons Soe sae. ott. 8E 99 L100 
Jolers lO ie . WES. 04.8 TOs. BA 98 95 100 
PRRs IN ed ata i Bin 550 Sed Bo: 4 : 2 70 96 
AbSorh Seen eee sein +4 Ech 25 Th 93 
CROOSEMNC Tao ge hacks 6). es 0s os 32 pe 93 


tT included “fabric” in this’ list; as:-a' Farm. Security Adviser said that in a 
group meeting recently the word Galore was used and a woman said, "Oh! You mean 

ty 
goods! mi 

In another meeting, the word "absorb" was used and a woman asked "Doesn't 
that mean ‘soak up!?" 

Recently, in checxing a Food for Freedom circular to be used by farm families, 
found thése words used repeatedly: -Adequate, minimum, maximum, and conditions, 
all abstract words, and I wondered if more-definite, concrete words might have 
been used as these words are not veneraily understood by fourth— or sixth-grade 
boys and girls. Dale's list classifies these words as follows: 


Fourth grade Sixth grade BRignth grade 


Percent Percent Perceny 
PGS ye Taal. sate. d (mers SYS 6 8 49 
LOO eee, ea Y al. ES. Olle w 7 50 8h 
Peer Lees siibheuas « uc Sxl ae 18 ei 79 
Gene SUMO Pe PS Es Rad « Show g 50 83 


An extension worker in Maryland reports that as she was working with a group 
©: leaders they read together some extension literature. She Learned that the 
women did not know the words alternate, commercial, and imperative—-three words 
Treqvently found in our literature. Mowe words are rated as follows, according 
to tne Dale lis: 


Fourth grade Sixth grade Highth grade 


wtiALT prage 
. Peres ents |, Poreent, 2ércent 
Be era Wart, . woes .ONGG ea ek we A 52 e5 
WOMMeTCh aL. els BA oi. bas ofek 13 58 OL 
PERSIA VEN, Vinal STOR oaulyy ss altense 13 94 94% 


So much for words. 


i, Teacher's YWordbook of 20,000 “Vords , revised. Edward L. Thorndike. New York. 
Bureau-of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University. 1932. 


5 Fourth-, Sixth-, and. Eighth-Grade Percentage Scores for Dale's Vocabulary 
bist. Hdgar Dale. (No copies). ~ ie Ti : 1336-42 
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Now, to make a new approach, we should avoid these things which make reading 
more difficult. One of the best studies made on this subject was by Edgar Dale and 
Ralph Tyler on Factors Which Influence the Difficulty of Reading Material for. 
Adults of Limited Reading Ability. 4@ I referred te this a minute ago when I 
spoke of stenograpners' interest in the marriage article. This study confirms 
us in the practice the naticial advertisers use—limiting technical words to a 
minimum and defining technical words wher. tHey must be used; using nontechnical 
words, easy words, short sentences, and you, the second person pronoun. 


This study shows that reading was made difficult for adults because of — 


The number of different technical words in the selection. 


The number of hard nontechnical words in the selection not known 
by 9C vnercent of pupils in Grade VI as shown in the Dale list. 


The number of téchnical words in the selection known to less than 
75 percent of pupils in Grade VI as shown in the Dale list. 


The number of prépositional phrases in the selection. 
in the selection. (Or 


ependent clauses.) or 
uses connected by such 


Percentage of complex—compcund sent 
an other words, Sentences that contain 
sentences with two or more principal c 
words as "and" or '"but'') 


> ow 


Reading was made easier because of — 


} 


Percentage of one-syllable words in the selection. 


Percentage of easy words in the selection. (Or words on the Dale 
list, understood by fourth- and sixth-grade boys and girls.) 
Number of second—person pronouns: (you) in the selection. 

Shorter sentences in the selection. 


Finally, in our leaflets, we should give explicit instructions both to the 
neighborhood leader and to the farm family. We must avoid misunderstanding by 
letting them know precisely what they are expected to do. An excellent example 

of this was the i OA instruction in the Save Your Waste Fats leaflet 
which I mentioned before. The treatest problem we have to deal with is the mental 
miiervia of people. 


The advertiser whom I quoted a minute ago said this in his letter: 


"Because people loathe to read a lot of text, it is advisable when— 
ever possible, to tell a story or give a message by means of pictures 
or illustrations instead of by words.. The greatest problem that any— 
one has to deal with is mental inertia. Someone has said, ‘Most men 
would rather die than think.’ It is the truth that whatever messages 
are given to them must be given to them in a way which is 'essy to 
take.' That explains why the Atlantic Monthly has 100,000 circula— 
tion and why Life Magazine has 3,000,000. That explains why people 
would rather see a movie than read a a book," 


Adults of Limited Reading Ability. Edgar Dale and Ralph W. Tyler. Library 
ieee: Wools, IV; No. 3s pds 364-412. Univ Cheeago Press. July yoo 


be 


If this statement is true of all the people, it is true of the people with 
whom we deal. ; 


In writing our literature, then, we must so construct and word it that our 
rural people will'want to read it, that they will understand it, that it will 
appeal to their interests so tsicy will both desire and know how to act upon it. 
But this, no matter how successfully done, is still not enough. We must take our 
message to them again and again with constant repetition. 


Chairman: 


ea 


THE USH OF NEIGHBORHOCD LEADERS IN THE FAMILY ECONOMIC PROGRAM 


. Gladys Myers, Kansas 


Secretary: Charlotte Brooks, Vermont 
Assistant to Chairman: Grace EH, Frysinger, Federal Extension Service 
Assistant to Secretary: Barnard Joy, Federal Extension Service 


State Representatives: 


This committee felt that inasmuch as there will be many jobs for the neigh- 


Lucille Williamson, New York 
Dorothy Emerson, Maryland 
Lorraine Ford, Mississippi 
Azalea Sager, Oregon 

Anna Mae Sikes, Florida . 


borhood leaders to perform, careful consideration should be given to the jobs 


assigned, 


In line with this, the committee suggsts the following assumptions as to a 


few basic policies of State extension services: 


1. 
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Criteria to determine whether a job should be done through the neigh- 
borhood-leader system. ) . 


Is it an important war emergency? 
Must it be done now? 


Does it require compicte coverage of all families? 
Is it a "do" job? Can the neighborhood leader urge the farm fam- 
ilies to carry out some specific activities? 


Is it a job which cannot be adequately done in other ways and is 
not being adequately done by other agencies? 


Is it important enough to be one of the limited number of jobs 
that. neighborhood leaders. can do in a year (including some not 
in the field of agriculture or home economics)? 


Is it a job that neighborhood leaders can do or is the subject 
matter too difficult for them? . 


Is it acceptable to the neighborhood-leader system; will leaders 
believe it is important? 


1A ee. 


7 


ee. the Vs ey 


Training agents and eset gy a 

Preparation of material for lies ohbavnana leaders and 
for the farn fanily. 

Pjans for reports. : 

Recognition of leaders. ,, 


- Responsibility of county extension staff: fa 
_ (If there is to be division of responsibility, it should. pe). 
shared by the agent s in the coun we) | 


Ce ea of see 


Carrying out of State plans. 


Follow-up and supervision. 


Local publicity. 


ty Se 


ree da abet sone of the peoples in the field of family economics 
peleanerhae ia system. ae 


viding the neighborhood leader iis Auegreetacd needed to answer, “questions. 


"Do" Jobs: 


Share the Mcat Progran. 
How to use ai S BVgtinel thetset os income (anti- inflation reemphasized — 


with a new. approach). 
Family transportation problems. 


‘Fields in which neighborhood leaders need information ve 
answer questions: . 


Information on priorities. 
Information on new materisis. 
“Price ceilings, 
Care and repair of eauipment, 
 ‘Buymanship in wartime. 


a 


aie 


The job selected for the developrant of procedures for presentation through 
the neighborhood~leader system was the problem of helping families participate in 
the Share-the-Meat Program. The committee outlined the following proc-dure: 


Share-the-Meat Canpaign. 


Se 


1336-42 


Objective: To help cach family to determine whether its meat 
consumption is within the amount allocated for each person and 
to obtain its cooperation in the program. 


To obtain response from the family: 


Qe 


dD. 


To 


Qe 


De 


Through making an inventory of its meat. supply (actual 


and 


Figuring the allowance of "red" meat for the family as Cm 


potential). 


determined by the number and age of family members. 
y & 


Through deciding what adjustment the family is to make by - 


(1) 


(2) 
(3) 


have 


Raising enough meat and poultry for home use and by 
buying as little as possible. 

Serving meat only for one meal a day. 

Producing and using meat alternates. 


the neighborhood leader reach each family through - 


Home visits. - 


(1) 
(2) 


By reaching husband and wife together. 
By reaching homemaker only. 


Neighborhood neetings. 


To have the county agent train°the neighborhood leaders - 


Qe. 


In 


small groups or through individual contacts. 


To provide literature that shall include - ( 


Qe 


the county agent - ‘ 4 
Background information, 

Campaign plans including follow-up. 
Supplies for neighborhood leaders. . 


the neighborhood leader - , 
Organization plan. 

Record forms. 

Follow-up (report sheets). 

Pertinent information. 


the family - 
Record form for making an inventory, and for figuring 
the family allowance, 


Simple recipes giving use of meat alternates. 


ede 


HOW TO GO ABOUT MAKING A FAMILY ECONOMIC SURVEY 


CHOOSING A SAMPLE; REPORTING RESULTS 


Chairnans Muriel Snith, Nobraska, 
Secretary: Louise Whitconb, Delaware, 
Assistant to Chairman: Fred P, Frutchey, Federal Extension Service, 
Bureau of Home Econonics Staff Member, Technical Advisers 
Dorothy S. Brady. 


State representatives: Federal Extension Service: 
May D. Kenp, Pennsvivania, Laurel Sabrosky, 
Portia Seabrook, South Carolina. 
Gladys Stratton, Connecticut. 
Joan Warren, California, 


It was the opinion of this committee that well-planned, essential 
surveys are necessary as guides to vrosram plannins. These surveys should 
serve as ways of measuring the strong and weal phases of a job done; as in- 
dicators of accomplishments or as expressions of attitudes, Before a survéy 
is palnned it is well to check whether the needed information hns already 
been collected by sone other group or agency, The following points were 
brought out in the discussion: 


In planning for anz kind of survey it is necessary first, the purpose, 
to have clearly in mind, 


The kind of survey depends on the use to be made of it. Sometimes 
nunerical infornation is desired, whereas.in other surveys the purpose is to 
obtain descriptive information based on observation, 


When a survey is completed there is n value in getting results back soon 
to the nersons furnishing survey data, 


Another point brought out was the difficulty involved in making surveys 
of intangibles (such as attitudes end impressions). However, the group 
recognized the need for attemnting to measure these so-called intangibles. 


Some of the methods by which an expression of opinion might be obtained 
were discussed, such as - 


1. Recording observations of county leaders. 

ee survey of key persons using specific questions. 
3. ‘how of hands at nectings to get trends. 

4. Using data from account records, 


Seven steps in nakine a survey discussed. These are given in the left 
hand column on the ensuing page. The committce also discussed an exploratory 


‘survey plan for getting information in preparation for the training of neigh 


borhood leaders who will probably be asked to explain the Share-the-Meat Progran 
GO their neighbors, Tho plan for this exploratory survey also is given in the 
right hand column on page as a specific application of the seven steps. 
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Steps:In Making, A Survey With A Parrallel Example 


Procedure in making na surveys 


Formulate the purpose of the 


survey in concrete terms; ‘define 
the group to be represented, 


Schedule (survey forn),. 

Keep the number of questions to 
a minimum, Make every question 
count. 


Mothod of collecting infornation 


Interviewing. 
Questionnaire, 
Hte, 


osing the sanple: . 
ge and Representativeness. 
Small samples are satisfactory 
if representative af the group 
about which the infornation 

is needed, 


Tabulation 
Classify the replies according 
to the principal items being 
studied and obtain totals and 
averages or percentages where 
these have meaniag, 


Summary and reports 
Focus the summary on the 
principal uses to be nade of 


the information. Emphasize the 


wéssibilities of prediction, 


Lfficient use of results? 
a. To formulate prograns. 
DAS: 2) teaching tool. 
e, Report back. to participants. 
Trae tig 
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Example 
Exploratory Survey in Preparation for 
Neichborhood-Leader Training Program ~ 
on "Share the, Meat." 


1, To obtain expressions of farm people 
and the questions they ask in con— © 
nection with the Share-the-Meat Program, 


ee In this example.the survey form is 
only a blank sheet of paper on which  * 
to list questions and record ex- 
pressions of farm families, 


3. Interview: farm families. Explain and 
discuss with them Share—the—-Meat Pro- 
eran using a blank sheet. of paper 
which is the survey form suggested in 
step 2. 


4, Select about eight farm fanilies in 

} each of two counties: include some 
high- and some low-income families; 
sone who raise and butcher a large 
neat supply and some who buy meat. 
Select different types of families, 


D. HExanine notes. Pull out questions 
farn familics raise and observations 
nade. In this exanple-no percentares 
are needed, : 


6. Oreanize and type the list of 


questions farm fanilies raised and 
the interviewers! observetions. 


7. Uso, results in preparing a training 
program and materials for neighbor— 
hood leaders who will explain Share-— 
the-Meat Program to farn farnilies, 
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